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Oconto Clover Connect

Oconto County 4-H

I pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart to
greater loyalty, my hands to larger service, and my 
health to better living, for my club, my community, my 
country, and my world. 
country, and my world. May 2022

Oconto County Courthouse 
301 Washington St. 
Oconto, WI 54153 

Contact Us
Extension Oconto County 
4h@co.oconto.wi.us
920-834-6845 
http://oconto.extension.wisc.edu

Dear 4-H Families,

Spring is truly finally in the air. It is so fitting that in the beginning 
of May we celebrate mothers as we see so much life spring up 
around us. With the cold and gloom of winter behind us it is time 
for new beginnings. What are you looking forward to this spring 
and summer? Is there something new you would like to try? I am 
looking forward to connecting with many of you during upcoming 
community events, Summer Camp, the Fair and beyond! As the 
weather gets nicer there are so many opportunities to get out and 
enjoy all our state has to offer. Take some time to set some goals 
around what you hope to accomplish. Is there a way that 4-H can 
help you get there? I bet there is! Be sure to check out some of the 
amazing opportunities 4-H has to offer in this newsletter. Have 
ideas you would like to share? Please let the 4-H office know, we 
are always happy to help. 

Best, 

Aimee Elkins 
4-H Program Educator 
Marinette and Oconto Counties 
aimee.elkins@wisc.edu

In This Issue...
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4-H Summer Camp August 2-5

May 2022 Oconto Clover Connect

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

5/21 Cloverbuds-Let’s Plant – 10 am-12 pm 
Gillett Community Center
201 Main St, Gillett 

6/6 Horse Project-Ring Practice – 6 pm Oconto County Fairgrounds 

6/6 Leader’s Association Meeting – 6:30 pm  Oconto Falls Town Hall 
8680 Hwy 22, Oconto Falls

6/12 Breakfast on the Farm – 8 am – 1 pm Blaser Farms 
9267 Hwy 22 East, Gillett 

6/21 Horse Project-Ring Practice – 6 pm Oconto County Fairgrounds 

6/30 Deadline for Online Entries Oconto County Fair 

7/12 Horse Project-Ring Practice – 6 pm Oconto County Fairgrounds 

7/30 Horse Project Clinic – 9  Oconto County Fairgrounds 

8/2-8/5 Summer Camp Camp Bird 

8/9 Horse Project-Ring Practice – 6 pm Oconto County Fairgrounds 

8/10 WI State Fair bus Trip  WI State Fair 

8/13-
8/14

Oconto County Fair – Cage Birds, Dog, Cat, and 
Horse Shows

Oconto County Fairgrounds 

8/18-
8/21 Oconto County Fair Oconto County Fairgrounds 

MarOcoSha 4-H Camp for youth in Grades 3 - 7: August 2-5, 2022, at Camp Bird. Camp is full but we 
are accepting members on a waiting list and hope to be able to expand the opportunity to more youth as 
we work on our staffing plan. E-mail aimee.elkins@wisc.edu if you would like to be added to the waiting 
list.   
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WI 4-H Hall of Fame Nominations

May 2022 Oconto Clover Connect 

The WI 4-H Hall of Fame was established to recognize individuals and organizations with significant 
contributions to the WI 4-H Youth Development program on any level. Potential recipients include 4-H 
volunteers, 4-H pioneers, external collaborating organizations and businesses, community leaders, and 
retired Extension staff. Any group or individual is eligible to nominate for consideration by the state level 
selection committee. All nominations must be submitted electronically to: lpine@wisc.edu no later than May 
20. Recognition of those chosen will take place during Fall Forum in November. For more info and forms, 
click on https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/wi4hhof/nominations/. 
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Breakfast on the Farm

Oconto County Youth Fair Entries

Wisconsin State Fair

4-H Spark Days

May 2022         Oconto Clover Connect

This year’s Breakfast on the Farm is on Sunday, June 12 at Blaser Farms, Inc. 9267 Hwy 22 East, Gillett, 
WI 54124. This event will be held rain or shine. They will be serving breakfast from 8 am-1 pm. This 
year’s menu consists of scrambled eggs with cheese and ham, pancakes, sausages, yogurt, applesauce, 
cheese, milk, orange juice, ice cream, coffee, and water.  

They are looking for volunteers to help with set up on Friday, June 10th from 4-6 pm. Food will be 
provided for all who help. If you are interested in helping, you can sign up at 
www.ocontocountybreakfastonthefarm.org. If a whole club would like to volunteer, you can contact Jordan 
Rank at ranks1@centurytel.net.  

4-H will have a promotion and activity booth and will need adult and youth volunteers to assist in running 
it along with 4-H staff. Please let us know if you are interested in volunteering.  

Oconto County Youth Fair Entries will be available online mid-May through June 30. An email will be sent 

to families when the site is ready. If you have any members in your club that do not have access to the 

internet and need paper forms, please let Stacie Pienta know at staciepienta@gmail.com. All entries must 

be completed by June 30, 2022. There will be no new Junior Fair entries accepted after that date.  

August 4-14. Junior Livestock Shows: Junior show exhibitors must be between the ages of 12-19 by 
January 1st of the current year and have completed YQCA certification. For more info, visit 
https://wistatefair.com/competitions/junior-livestock/. 

Wisconsin 4-H will be hosting 3 separate 4-H Spark Days in June this summer to help youth explore their 
sparks at different campuses around the State! The Spark Days will be held from June 20-22, 2022. Each 
day includes hands-on sessions, career pathway exploration, guest speakers, meeting new 4-H friends 
from around the state, and fun. This opportunity will be open to youth in grades 7-10. 

Registration will be done via 4HOnline, and will be open May 2nd on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

Registration costs are to be determined and will include program supplies, a t-shirt, any local 

transportation and lunch. For more information go to 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewide-events-and-opportunities/4-h-spark-days/. 
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Area Animal Science Days

WI Towns Association Scholarship

State 4-H Dog Show

May 2022 Oconto Clover Connect 

For our area, Sheboygan County will be hosting on June 15th. Each site will host livestock and dairy 
judging along with other animal species offerings. To be eligible for Area Animal Science Days, team 
preregistration must be submitted by online form at: 
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_exty2hzkrvm5vn0 by May 25th. In addition, the 
individual participants must be a member of a WI 4-H and must be within the division age limits listed. 
Registration fees will be $12.00 per participant and will need to be paid by check on the day of the 
event.  

The host counties will be providing lunch on the day of the event for a cost of $10 per person. All 
participants, coaches, parents, etc. who plan to eat will need to preregister for lunch on the registration 
form.  

Checks should be made payable to the host counties – Sheboygan or Chippewa County – see registration 
forms for more details. No refunds will be given if the participant has paid and can’t make the event. All 
participants will need to pay the registration fee. Contact the State 4-H office for needs-based 
scholarship options. For more information and booklet, click on 
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/statewideevents- 
and-opportunities/area-animal-science-days/. 

The WI Towns Association, Rural Mutual Insurance Company & Scott Construction, Inc., will be awarding 
$7,000 in scholarships to high school seniors graduating in 2022 from a public or private high school in 
WI that plan to enroll in a WI public or private college or a university in 2022. The essay should address 
the topic: “What can Wisconsin’s leaders do to increase young adult interest in serving on a town board?” 
Essays must be postmarked by May 27, 2022. For more information and an application, visit 
https://www.wisctowns.com/ resources/scholarship/. 

September 30-October 2, at the Jefferson County  
Fairgrounds. Will include agility, obedience,  
showmanship and quiz bowl. More information  
will be coming about registrations and what will  
be held on which day. 
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YQCA  
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The new www.yqcaprogram.org site was live and open for business recently. Please bookmark this new 
page. 
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Spring/Summer Challenge- Invite a Friend to a 4-H Event & win 
4-H Prizes! 

May 2022                                                                                                        Oconto Clover Connect 

DATCP Issues New Order Suspending Movement of 
Domestic Birds to Live Events
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 10, 2022 

Contact: Kevin Hoffman, Public Information Officer, (608) 224-5005, kevin.hoffman@wisconsin.gov
MADISON, Wis. – The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) has 
issued a new order prohibiting the movement of domestic birds to all live events, including shows, exhibitions 
and swap meets. The order comes as the state continues to see cases of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) 
in domestic and wild birds. 

The new order replaces the special order issued on April 7. It expands the suspension from poultry to all domestic 
birds and will remain in effect until 30 days after the last detection of HPAI among domestic flocks in Wisconsin. 
Domestic birds are defined as any avian species held in captivity, including poultry, ratites, pet birds, and farm-
raised game birds that have not been released into the wild. 

A listing of HPAI detections and dates can be found on the DATCP website at 
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/HPAIWisconsin.aspx. 
Poultry owners are strongly encouraged to continue practicing strict biosecurity and, when possible, keep their 
flocks indoors to prevent contact with wild birds. DATCP also asks poultry owners to register their premises. 
State law requires that all livestock owners register where their animals are kept, and registration helps animal 
health officials during disease outbreaks. 

To report increased mortality or signs of illness among domestic birds, contact DATCP at (608) 224-4872 
(business hours) or (800) 943-0003 (after hours and weekend). Reports also can be emailed to 
datcpanimalimports@wisconsin.gov. 

###
Find more DATCP news in our newsroom, on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

 20220510SpecialOrderHPAI.pdf

The best way for us to spread the word about 4-H is to share it with others! As you participate in 4-H 
events this spring and summer, make sure to invite a friend! If you bring a friend to a 4-H event this 
spring or summer (a club meeting, a project workshop, fun activity, etc), send an email to 
4h@co.oconto.wi.us and let us know who you brought to the event – your name will be entered in a 
drawing for a 4-H Mall Gift Certificate! You can use the prize to order 4-H apparel, accessories or 
more! Enter before July 30th to be eligible to win! 
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Submissions Wanted!
Did you want to share about a successful 4-H event that you just hosted? Do you have an 
upcoming 4-H event that you want to promote? Do you have a fun experience or 4-H story to 
share? Send your news, notes, reports, and articles to us along with a photo, and we’ll include 
in the next issue. See below for our email and mailing addresses. 
Deadline: All contributions are due by the 15th of the month to make it into the next 
publication.

Oconto Clover Connect 

How to Contact Us 
Telephone: 920-834-6845               Email: 4h@co.oconto.wi.us

Website: https://oconto.extension.wisc.edu/ Oconto County 4-H

Staff 
Aimee Elkins: 4-H Program E; aimee.elkins@wisc.edu
Amy Brehmer: Extension Program Assistant; amy.brehmer@co.oconto.wi.us

Oconto County 4-H Leader’s Association Board of Directors
President – Brooke Schaal (Little Seedlings)  
Vice President - Brigid McDowell (Little River) 
Secretary – Amber Seitz (Morgan Badgers)   
Ann Sievert - Treasurer (Morgan Badgers) 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 

programming, including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements.   

Como empleador que brinda igualdad de oportunidades en el empleo y acción afirmativa (EEO/AA, por sus siglas en inglés), la 

University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension, proporciona igualdad de oportunidades en el empleo y en sus programas, 

incluyendo los requisitos del Título VI, Título IX, y de la ley federal para personas con discapacidades en los Estados Unidos (ADA, por sus 

siglas en inglés) y los requisitos de la Section 504 del Rehabilitation Act.   

Submissions Wanted!
Did you want to share about a successful 4-H event that you just hosted? Do you have an 
upcoming 4-H event that you want to promote? Do you have a fun experience or 4-H story to 
share? Send your news, notes, reports, and articles to us along with a photo, and we’ll include in 
the next issue. See below for our email and mailing addresses. 
Deadline: All contributions are due by the 15th of the month to make it into the next 
publication.

Feedback 
Please do not hesitate to provide feedback, both positive and negative to us. Sharing your 
thoughts, ideas, and observations helps your Extension Office do the best we can to serve you. 
Please send us an email so that we can follow up with you. 





2022 FLOWER PLANTER CONTEST 
Sponsored by:  Oconto County Fair 

  
The Fair invites county youth development and adult civic or other organizations to help dress up the grounds during 
the Oconto County Fair by participating in the annual Flower Planter Contest.  To participate, a group needs to pre-
register by June 30.  Your club designs and plants the planter, delivers the completed planter to the Fair, and 
removes the planter after the Fair.  A panel of judges evaluates the planters during the Fair and cash prizes are 
awarded for the top three entries.  All other participating clubs will receive a $10 honorarium from the Fair.   
Rules for Planter Contest: 
1.   The contest is open to all youth and adult organizations in Oconto County. 
2.   The Fair will provide planters, if the club chooses. (They are large (about 3 ft in diameter) pressed fiber pots.) 

Clubs are open to being creative and provider their own planter, at their own cost.  
3.   One entry is allowed per organization. 
4.   Planters must be able to be moved – a suggestion is to pack the bottom of the planter with Styrofoam, “packing 

peanuts”, or other light material to reduce the weight of the planted display. 
5.   Planters must contain a minimum of 12" of soil or plant growing media. 
6.   Only live plants may be used in the design, other than the identification sign.  Flowering or foliage plants or a 

combination may be used.  Endangered wild plant specimens are not allowed. 
7.   Drip irrigation, or other watering hoses or connections cannot be included in the planter display while at the Fair. 
8.   No electrical applications (lights, fans, music, etc.) are allowed to be part of the planter display. 
9.   Participating organizations will be responsible to maintain their planter during the Fair. 
10. Entries must include a sign with the sponsoring organization’s name on it.  
11. Planter entries must be brought to the Fairgrounds on the Wednesday of the Fair between 1:00 and 8:00 p.m. 

and placed in the assigned area as designated by the Fair.  Planters not in the assigned area will not be judged. 
12. All planter registrations must be in by June 9 to ensure that enough planters are ordered. 
13. Planters may be removed by the organization responsible for them after 6 p.m. Sunday evening of the Fair, and 

must be removed by noon on the Monday following the Fair if they want their planter, plants, or sign.  The Fair 
will dispose of planters not removed by that time. 

14. Planters will be judged between Friday morning and Sunday afternoon.  Winners will be announced on Sunday.   
15. Cash prizes of $75, $50, and $25 will be awarded respectively, for the top three placing planter displays.  All 

other participating clubs will receive a $10 honorarium for participating. 
16. Judging criteria include the following: 
  

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

FLOWER PLANTER CONTEST REGISTRATION 
Send Registrations to:  Debbie Woods, Flower Planter Contest, P.O. Box 502, Gillett, WI 54124  

or email info requested to: ocontocoutyyouthfair@gmail.com 
Entry Deadline:  June 30, 2022 

  
Club/Organization Name:             
  
Contact Person:               
  
Address:                
  
Phone:          E-mail Address         
  
Pick Up Location:          Gillett Flower Shoppe          Oconto Falls Flower Shoppe 

Criteria Description Total Points 
Possible 

Overall Appearance Pleasing combination of plant texture, form and color 20 

 Originality Creative use of plant material and/or expression of a 
theme, such as color, logo, etc. 10 

 Maintenance of display during 
the Fair 

Planter maintained during the Fair - watered as 
needed, spent blooms deadheaded, broken stems 
removed, etc 

10 

Sign with name of organization 
included 

Neatly done, fits display versus appearance of being 
an after thought  5 

 Follow Contest Rules    5 







Northern Riders 4-H Club Updates 

 
On April 3rd, Northern Riders 4H members helped at the historical 

society breakfast at St. John’s church. The help was appreciated by 

all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Members got a tour of Green Valley Dairy’s robot milking barn. Both the kids and the adults learned a 

lot and had fun! Thank you to Craig Gerndt and Shawn Wagner for the tour! 

 

 

 

 

Although we were missing half our group, the 

slopes were super good and the kids had so 

much fun! They didn’t even want to come in for 

a picture. Afternoon got a bit sticky for the 

better skiers/snowboarders, but were perfect for 

the newbies and slowed them down just enough 

to try some more challenging hills!  

Our group even contained some first time 

skiers! It was a wonderful day had by all.  

 


