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S a rah  Mi l l s -L l oyd  

According to the calendar, it is officially fall. By the time this newsletter is in 
your hands, fall harvesting is in full swing with many farmers done 
harvesting corn silage.  
 

The local Farm Service Agencies are hosting informational meetings on the 
Market Facilitation Program. Consider attending one of these meetings to 
have your questions answered regarding the program. The meeting 
information can be found on page three in this edition of the newsletter. 
 

If you are a woodland owner, you may consider attending educational 
sessions offered through a partnership with UW-Extension Natural Resources 
Educational Program and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 
The  is a series of three educational programs being 
offered in Oconto and Pulaski this fall. Information regarding registration 
can be found on page eight. Deadline for registration is October 15, 2018. 
 

With a plentiful supply idle dairy farm operations and pasture land available, 
many who work off the farm or have retired from dairying find raising beef 
cattle a natural fit for their available facilities. A UW-Extension Fall Beef 
Meeting will be hosted on October 17. Tour a re-purposed dairy facility for a 
beef herd, and listen to a short presentation on renovating dairy facilities 
considerations when transitioning to beef. Additional registration 
information can be found on page five for this meeting. The deadline to 
register is October 10. 
 

Due to market volatility, imposed tariffs, high input costs, and additional 
uncontrollable factors, it has been a finically tough year for farmers. Every 
dollar matters and food insecurity may be a current issue for some families. 
Food insecurity is an issue over 800 million Americans face each day. Located 
on the insert of this newsletter, there is a local resource directory including 
information for food pantries in Oconto and Marinette Counties.  
 

As always, if you have questions about how I may be able to assist you and 
your farm, please do not hesitate to call my office (920) 834-6845. 
 

Agriculture Agent—Specializing in Dairy and Livestock 

Oconto County UW-Extension Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you will need 

accommodation or 

assistance as you attend 

any UW-Extension 

sponsored event, please 

contact the host county 

office at least two days 

prior to the event. All 

requests will be 

confidential. 

 

mailto:sarah.mills-lloyd@@co.oconto.wi.us
mailto:scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu
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October 2-6 Madison World Dairy Expo 
October 4 Marinette Fall Landscape/Garden Management @ Harmony Gardens 
October 8 Marinette Astronomy at the Arboretum 
October 10 Lena FSA Market Facilitation Program (MFP) Informational Meeting 
October 13 Marinette Fall Family Fun Fest 
October 17 Shawano FSA Market Facilitation Program (MFP) Informational Meeting 
October 17 Krakow UW-Extension Fall Beef Meeting 
October 22 Oconto Learn About Your Land: Keys to Keeping Trees Healthy  
October 23 Appleton Wisconsin Farm Succession Professionals Network Meeting 
October 23 Pulaski Learn About Your Land: Keys to Keeping Trees Healthy 
October 29 Oconto Learn About Your Land: How to Invite Wildlife to Your Woodland 
October 30 Pulaski Learn About Your Land: How to Invite Wildlife to Your Woodland 
November 5 Oconto Learn About Your Land: Successful Tree Planting 
November 6 Pulaski  Learn About Your Land: Successful Tree Planting 
November 15 Kimberly Pest Management Update 
November 16  Deadline: NRCS Special EQIP Sign-up for Storm Relief  
 
 

Currently hay demand and price reports can be found at:  
http://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/h-m-r\ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.datcp.state.wi.us 
Keyword search: Wisconsin Farmer Resource 
Guide or call (800) 942-2474 to visit with the 
knowledgeable staff who provide everything 
from financial consultation to animal health. 

 

http://anre.uwex.edu 
Resources and links at your fingertips. 

 

http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu 
Connects Wisconsin farmers with one another 
for the purpose of buying and/or selling corn 
and forage.  

 

Dairy—http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/ 
Milk Quality—http://milkquality.wisc.edu 
Dairy Calf & Heifer Management—
http://fyi.uwex.edu/heifermgmt/ 

 

Livestock— http://anre.uwex.edu/teams/livestock/ 
Beef—http://fyi.uwex.edu/wbic/ 
Horse—http://fyi.uwex.edu/horse/ 
Poultry—http://fyi.uwex.edu/poultry/ 
Sheep/Goats— 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wisheepandgoat/ 
Swine— http://fyi.uwex.edu/swineextension/ 
Small Farm Resources— 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/smallfarms/ 
Grazing— http://fyi.uwex.edu/grazres/ 
Youth Livestock— 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/ 

 

http://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/h-m-r/
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/
http://anre.uwex.edu/
http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/
http://milkquality.wisc.edu/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/heifermgmt/
http://anre.uwex.edu/teams/livestock/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wbic/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/horse/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/poultry/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wisheepandgoat/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/swineextension/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/smallfarms/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/grazres/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/
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All events are free, unless noted. 
 

: The following 
programs are all held at the Harmony Arboretum, 
within the Demonstration Gardens. Programs are held 
rain or shine as there is a pavilion. The entrance to 
the demonstration garden is located ½ mile south of 
Hwy 64 on Marinette County Hwy E, which is 7 miles 
west of Marinette, or about 10 miles east of Hwy 141. 

 
 

(October 4, 5:00 pm-6:30 pm) 
Although the growing season is mostly over by early 
October, there are still a litany of tasks we can and 
should be doing to get our gardens and landscape 

ready for the next growing season. Join in the 
discussion and hands-on activities at this session led 

by UW-Extension Agriculture Agent Scott Reuss. 
 

  
(October 8, 7:00 pm-8:15 pm) 

Introduction to stars, constellations, star lore, and 
other space-related topics-includes a stargazing tour. 
Dress for the weather, hot beverages will be provided; 

if rain or mostly overcast, event will be cancelled. 
 

 (October 13, 2:00 pm-5:00 pm) 
A family oriented event for kids. Hands-on nature 

crafts, games, farm animal learning and petting area, 
with many more activities. Check the website for more 

program details. Free ~ but food pantry donations 
accepted at entrance. 

 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) will host 
informational meetings on the Market Facilitation 
Program (MFP) on October 10 and 17, 2018. The 
meetings will be held at the Oconto-Marinette FSA 
office on October 10 at 10:30 a.m., and the Shawano 
FSA office on October 17 at 10:00 a.m. FSA staff will 
provide an overview of the program and discuss 
eligibility and documentation requirements. 

USDA is taking action to assist farmers in response 
to trade damage from unjustified retaliation by 
foreign nations. FSA will administer the MFP to 
provide payments to corn, cotton, dairy, hog, 
sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers starting 
September 4, 2018. The initial MFP payment will be 
calculated by multiplying 50 percent of the producer's 
total 2018 actual production by the applicable MFP 
rate. If CCC announces a second MFP payment period, 
the remaining 50 percent of the producer's total 2018 
actual production will be subject to the second MFP 
payment rate. 

 
 

 
Please RSVP for the Wednesday, October 10 

meeting to the Oconto-Marinette County FSA Office at 
(920) 829-5406 extension 2 no later than Tuesday, 
October 9, 2018. Persons with disabilities who require 
accommodations to attend or participate in this 
meeting should contact Nancy Swenty at (920) 829-
5406 extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-
877-8339 by October 3, 2018.  

Please RSVP for the Wednesday, October 17 
meeting to the Shawano County FSA Office at 715-
524-4814 ext. 2 no later than Tuesday, October 16, 
2018. Persons with disabilities who require 
accommodations to attend or participate in this 
meeting should contact Emily Schlidgen at (715) 524-
4814 extension 2, or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-
877-8339 by October 10, 2018. 

 

A University of Wisconsin (UW)-Extension Fall Beef 
producer meeting is being offered to producers of all 
sizes and the agriculture professionals who service 
their operations. The agenda will include a farm tour 
and speakers.  

Speaker topics will include “The Scoop on 
Minerals—Balancing Forages, Soil Fertility, and 
Supplements” presented by Dr. Jamie Patton, 
Outreach Specialist, UW-Madison Nutrient Pest 
Management, and “Considerations for Renovating 
Dairy Barns for Your Beef Herd” by Sarah Mills-Lloyd, 
DVM, UW-Extension Oconto County Agriculture Agent. 
The meeting will be held Wednesday, October 17 at 
Lowland Farms, located at W1123 Nichols Drive, 
Krakow.   

The program begins with registration at 3:30 p.m. 
and concludes at 6:00 p.m. Registration is $10/person 
and includes speakers, workshop materials, and a 
light supper. To register, contact the Oconto County 
UW-Extension office by October 10th at 920-834-6845. 
See flyer in this edition of the newsletter. 

 

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) announced funding is available to producers 
in select Wisconsin counties who experienced forest 
and agricultural land damage due to recent severe 
weather within the last two months. Angela Biggs, 
NRCS State Conservationist, announced farmers and 
forest landowners interested in the special 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
signup need to apply by November 16, 2018, for 
funding consideration. Applications are being taken at 
select USDA Service Centers in the storm-affected 
count

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTIxLjk1MTk4NTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkyMS45NTE5ODU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTQ4OTE5JmVtYWlsaWQ9c2FyYWgubWlsbHNsbG95ZEB1d2V4LmVkdSZ1c2VyaWQ9c2FyYWgubWlsbHNsbG95ZEB1d2V4LmVkdSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wi/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs142p2_020742
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With favorable domestic sales, slower growth in milk production and higher dairy exports September milk prices 

will be higher than August. Higher cheese and dry whey prices will push the September Class III price to around $16.00 

compared to $14.95 in August and a low of $13.40 back in February. While the price of butter will average lower this will 

be more than offset by high nonfat dry milk prices pushing the September Class IV price to around $14.70 compared to 

$14.63 in August and a low of 12.87 back in February.  

Fluid (beverage) milk sales continue to trend lower. Fluid milk sales January through July were 2.2% lower than a 

year ago. But, with butter and cheese sales running higher total domestic sales of milk and dairy products for September 

will be higher than a year ago and positive for milk prices. July milk production was up just 0.5% from a year ago which 

was also positive for milk prices.  But a little surprising August milk production improved to 1.4% higher than a year ago. 

Milk cow numbers fell by 9,000 head June to July but regained 5,000 head in August. August Cow numbers were down 

slightly from a year ago but an improvement in milk per cow of 1.4% higher than a year ago resulted in the 1.4% increase 

in total milk production. This higher than expected increase in August milk production could dampen milk prices some. 

But, schools are now in session moving more milk to fluid use and less for cheese production, and the fact that the sales of 

butter and cheese improve seasonally during the thanksgiving to Christmas period is still positive for milk prices.  

Contributing to the higher August milk production were increases in California milk production of 1.2%, 

Wisconsin and Minnesota by 1.4%, South Dakota by 2.7%, Texas by 9.5%, New York by 1.7% and Idaho by 0.9%. Both 

Kansas and Colorado had increases of 8.6%. Dairy expansions were still evident in Texas, Kansas and Colorado by the 

fact that these states had 20,000, 8,000 and 14,000 more cows respectively than a year ago. In contrast Michigan had 

5,000 fewer cows reducing their milk production by 0.6%, Pennsylvania had 6,000 fewer cows reducing milk production 

by 2.6% and Florida had 5,000 fewer cows reducing milk production by 7.3%. While California had 12,000 fewer cows, 

milk per cow had improved to 1.9% higher than a year ago. Wisconsin had 4,000 fewer cows but milk per cow was 1.7% 

higher. 

Retaliatory tariffs imposed by Mexico and China beginning in July is having some impact on dairy exports. It 

appears that Mexico in anticipation of their 25% tariff on U.S. cheese increased cheese imports from U.S. by 43% in June 

compared to a year ago because July imports were 1% lower than a year ago. July cheese exports to China dropped 56% 

from a year ago with whey exports down 26%. With China being the largest U.S. market for whey products July whey 

exports were 8% lower than a year ago, the lowest whey exports in more than two years. While the volume of dairy 

exports in July were the lowest since January they remained above a year ago due to continued strong exports of nonfat 

dry milk to Mexico and higher exports of dairy products to other U.S. international customers. Compared to a year ago, 

July exports of nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder were 30% higher, cheese just 1% higher, butterfat 84% higher and 

lactose 15% higher. On a total milk solids basis July exports were equivalent to 15.0% of U.S. milk production bringing 

the year-to-date to 16.6% of U.S. milk production. 

While stocks of dairy products remain more than adequate to meet demand they did tighten some in July. 

Compared to a year ago, July 31st stocks of butter were just 3.5% higher, American cheese stocks 0.8% lower, stocks of 

cheese varieties other than American 9.1% higher bringing total cheese stocks to 3.3% higher. Nonfat dry milk stocks 

were 21.3% lower and dry whey stocks 21.7% lower. 

How retaliatory tariffs impact U.S. dairy exports in the months ahead continues to bring uncertainty to future milk 

prices. But, for the last quarter of the year domestic demand should continue to run above a year ago and the growth in 

milk production may increase by no more than 1%. Even if U.S. dairy exports show some more weakness the Class III 

price could stay in the low $16’s and the Class IV price in the low $15’s. Looking into 2019 a continued relatively strong 

economy will be positive for domestic sales. The growth in milk production is likely to stay well below 2%. Milk cow 

numbers may show little or no increase. With anticipated somewhat lower feed prices milk per cow may improve some. 

USDA is forecasting just a 0.1% increase in cow numbers and a 1.4% increase in milk per cow bringing the increase in 

total milk production to 1.5%. If retaliatory tariffs remain, USDA is forecasting lower dairy exports but not falling to a 

level that will lower milk prices compared to 2018. In fact, USDA’s is forecasting that 2019 milk prices could average 

higher than 2018. I think it is reasonable to assume milk prices will average higher in 2019. The level of milk production 

and dairy exports will be major factors in how much higher.
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     It is the research team’s hope that these data might be used to better inform conversations among all stakeholders who 

work within Wisconsin agriculture. There are still “digital divides” across the state based upon some of the variables 

described through data in this fact sheet. When we looked at ALL farmers who responded (nearly 1,100), we learned of 

other factors that are associated with Internet access and use.  These include gender (women tend to be more likely to 

access/use the internet); age (people under 55 are more likely to use); education; income; and, farm size.

     These data point to areas of opportunity for education and/or policy related discussions. Consistently, it seems that 

farmers are interested in technology use and applications, but often see barriers associated with security, privacy, and 

being able to derive value from the application of digital technologies and the information flows these technologies 

create.  Members of the research team are willing to consult and advise on next steps as a part of this project. 
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An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and 
programming, including Title VI, Title IX, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements. 

 
La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extensión, un empleador con igualdad de oportunidades y acción afirmativa (EEO/AA), 
proporciona igualdad de oportunidades en empleo y programas, incluyendo los requisitos del Título VI, Título IX, y de 

la Ley Federal para Personas con Discapacidades en los Estados Unidos (ADA). 
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5890 State Highway 22, Gillett 
(920) 855-2962 
Wednesday: 6:00-6:45pm & 8:00-8:30pm 
Sunday: Before & After services 
Tuesday-Friday: 9:00am-3:00pm 
**Emergencies Only 

 

101 West Main Street, Gillett 
(920) 855-6215 
3rd Wednesday of each month:  
  10am-11am 
**Gillett / Suring Area Residents 
**Call for emergency food needs 

 

1201 Main Street, Oconto 
(920) 834-4621 
Monday and Thursday: 
 8:00am- 12:00pm & 12:30pm-5:00pm 
**Bring proof of Oconto County address & 
    photo identification 

 
 

United Methodist Church 
641 Washington Street, Oconto 
(920) 834-5857 
1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month: 3:30pm-6:00pm  
Registration begins at 3:00pm 

 
520 N. Locust St. Oconto Falls 
(920) 604-2729 
Tuesday: 10am-6pm   
Registration begins at 9:30am 
**Bring identification & proof of current address 
**Delivery on Tuesdays to shut-ins with medical   
    note ONLY 
**Times & Dates subject to change 

 

St. Anne Parish Center 
221 East Main Street, Lena 
(920) 829-5222 
Tuesday: 10am-11am & 5pm-6pm 
*Bring photo identification & proof of current 
address 

 

17963 State Highway 32, Townsend  
(715) 276-3920 
2nd & 4th Wednesday of the month:  
  9am-10am & 6pm-7pm 
** Proof of Suring north to Wabeno address 
 

First American Lutheran Church 
511 Madison Street, Oconto 
(920) 834-5790 
4th Monday of each month: 5pm-6pm  

 
 

Klondike Church 
Delivery Service 
(920) 655-4050 or 
(920) 609-5213 

Gillett High School 
208 West Main Street / Hwy 22 
(920) 855-2962 
2nd Saturday of each month 
Doors open @ 8:00am 
Distribution 9:00am-10:30am 
$20 donation for large box of food 
** Bring your own boxes or baskets for food! 
    www.rubyspantry.org 

Visit the following website for current information: 

http://marinette.uwex.edu/files/2010/06/food-resources-Marinette-

CTY.pdf 

 

http://www.rubyspantry.org/
http://marinette.uwex.edu/files/2010/06/food-resources-Marinette-CTY.pdf
http://marinette.uwex.edu/files/2010/06/food-resources-Marinette-CTY.pdf
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The mission of 2-1-1 Wisconsin is to connect everyone in Wisconsin with quick and easy access to community-

based health and human services information and resources.

If you are a Wisconsin farm family needing financial help to meet emergency needs, complete and send the 

application form and financial planning statement to: Madison Christian Community 7118 Old Sauk Road 

Madison, WI 53717. More information on this program can be found at: 

http://www.madisonchristiancommunity.org/harvest_of_hope.aspx 

 

 

 

 

www.datcp.state.wi.us 

Keyword search: Wisconsin Farmer Resource Guide or call (800) 942-2474 to visit with the knowledgeable 

staff who provide everything from financial consultation to animal health. 

 

http://anre.uwex.edu 

Resources and links at your fingertips. 

 

http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu 

Connects Wisconsin farmers with one another for the purpose of buying and/or selling corn and forage.  

 

Dairy—http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/ 

Milk Quality—http://milkquality.wisc.edu 

Dairy Calf & Heifer Management—http://fyi.uwex.edu/heifermgmt/ 

 

Livestock— http://anre.uwex.edu/teams/livestock/ 

Beef—http://fyi.uwex.edu/wbic/ 

Horse—http://fyi.uwex.edu/horse/ 

Poultry—http://fyi.uwex.edu/poultry/ 

Sheep/Goats— http://fyi.uwex.edu/wisheepandgoat/ 

Swine— http://fyi.uwex.edu/swineextension/ 

Small Farm Resources— http://fyi.uwex.edu/smallfarms/ 

Grazing— http://fyi.uwex.edu/grazres/ 

Youth Livestock— http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/ 
 

 

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/
http://anre.uwex.edu/
http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/
http://milkquality.wisc.edu/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/heifermgmt/
http://anre.uwex.edu/teams/livestock/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wbic/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/horse/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/poultry/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wisheepandgoat/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/swineextension/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/smallfarms/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/grazres/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/

