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Sarah Mills-Lloyd
I am glad the ground has turned from an abundant color of white to green!
The warmer temperatures have produced forage growth, despite it being a
later alfalfa harvest from past years. The latest local alfalfa relative forage
quality (RFQ) results are listed on page three.
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Oconto and Marinette Counties will be hosting their respective Breakfast on
the Farm events in June. Both informational flyers are included in this
month’s newsletter. Come and celebrate June Dairy Month and taste the
products made from milk produced by farmers of Oconto and Marinette
Counties!
Many teenagers look for jobs during the summer, and for many farms, extra
help during the busy summer season is usually needed. A farm can be a
great place for teenagers to work, but there are regulations related to youth
operating tractors and machinery. A UW-Extension youth tractor and
machinery safety training will be offered in July. Information and registration
for this event can be found on page eight. If the listed times do not fit your
schedule, Northeast Wisconsin Technical College will also be hosting farm
machinery/ tractor safety classes. To view their schedule, please look at page
two.
As always, if you have questions about how I may be able to assist you and
your farm, please do not hesitate to call my office (920) 834-6845.

Sarah Mills-Lloyd
Agriculture Agent—Specializing in Dairy and Livestock
Oconto County UW-Extension Office
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CALENDAR OF LOCAL & REGIONAL EVENTS
June 9
June 10
June 12
June 13-14
June 21
June 24
July 10-12
July 11
July 21
July 16, 18, 23 & 25

Marinette
Suring
Sturgeon Bay
Dubuque, IA
Dubuque, IA
Peshtigo
Marshfield
Marinette
Marinette
Coleman

Bird Hike—Harmony Gardens
Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm
Summer Field Day: Grain Crop Management
Four States Dairy Nutrition and Management Conference
Iowa-Wisconsin Silage Conference
Marinette County Breakfast on the Farm
Wisconsin Farm Technology Days—Wood County
Astronomy at the Arboretum
Ninth Annual Northern Lights Master Gardener Garden Walk
UW-Extension 2018 Youth Tractor and Machinery Safety Training

WEEKLY HAY PRICE REPORT as of May 14, 2018
Currently hay demand and price reports can be found at:
http://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/h-m-r\

Resources for Wisconsin Farmers
Wisconsin Farm Center

www.datcp.state.wi.us
Keyword search: Wisconsin Farmer Resource
Guide or call (800) 942-2474 to visit with the
knowledgeable staff who provide everything
from financial consultation to animal health.

UW-Extension Agriculture & Natural
Resources
http://anre.uwex.edu
Resources and links at your fingertips.

Farmer to Farmer

http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu
Connects Wisconsin farmers with one another
for the purpose of buying and/or selling corn
and forage.

UW-Extension Dairy Resources

Dairy—http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/
Milk Quality—http://milkquality.wisc.edu
Dairy Calf & Heifer Management—
http://fyi.uwex.edu/heifermgmt/

UW-Extension Livestock

Livestock— http://anre.uwex.edu/teams/livestock/
Beef—http://fyi.uwex.edu/wbic/
Horse—http://fyi.uwex.edu/horse/
Poultry—http://fyi.uwex.edu/poultry/
Sheep/Goats—
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wisheepandgoat/
Swine— http://fyi.uwex.edu/swineextension/
Small Farm Resources—
http://fyi.uwex.edu/smallfarms/
Grazing— http://fyi.uwex.edu/grazres/
Youth Livestock—
http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/
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EVENTS, DEADLINES AND NOTES
Upcoming Horticulture Programs
All events are free, unless noted.
Harmony Arboretum Programs: The following programs are all held at the Harmony Arboretum, within the
Demonstration Gardens. Programs are held rain or shine as there is a pavilion. The entrance to the demonstration
garden is located ½ mile south of Hwy 64 on Marinette County Hwy E, which is 7 miles west of Marinette, or about
10 miles east of Hwy 141.

Bird Hike (June 9, 6:00-8:00am)
Take a guided hike through the Harmony Hardwoods to learn about our native forest bird species. Field guides and
some binoculars will be available. Dress for the weather, cancelled if inclement weather.

Astronomy at the Arboretum (July 11, 9:00-10:15pm)
Introduction to stars, constellations, star lore, and other space-related topics—includes a stargazing tour. Dress for
the weather, hot beverages will be provided; if rain or mostly overcast, event will be cancelled.

Ninth Annual Garden Walk (July 21, 9:00am-4:00pm)
Northern Lights Master Gardeners sponsor this self-guided tour of local private and public gardens. For details visit
the website. Adult tickets $10 advance $12 at the event, and children (7-12yr) $5 and under 6 years free.
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Alfalfa PEAQ and RFQ Results
Scott Reuss will be gathering data until alfalfa has been harvested. For the current local alfalfa PEAQ
results either call the Marinette & Oconto County Scissors Clip Hotline (877) 884-4408 or (715) 732-7518,
or email Scott Reuss (scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu). For the most recent alfalfa scissor clip results log into
the state-wide system: http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/scissorclip/.
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Iowa-Wisconsin Silage Conference
Iowa State (ISU) Extension and UW-Extension will host the Iowa-Wisconsin Silage Conference on Thursday,
June 21 in Dubuque, Iowa. The conference will feature presentations from both academic and industry
experts who will speak on a wide variety of topics related to growing and using quality corn silage. ISU
Extension presenters include Hugo Ramirez, Denise Schwab and Garland Dahlke, and UW-Extension
presenters include Randy Shaver, Brian Luck and Bill Halfman.
Online registration and agenda are available for the conference at http://www.aep.iastate.edu/silage/ .
Cost for the event is $50 if registering prior to midnight on June 14, and $75 after that date. Registration
includes lunch and refreshment breaks.
The June 21 conference begins with check-in and refreshments at 8:30 a.m., followed by the welcome at
9:30 a.m. It will take place at the Best Western Plus Dubuque Hotel and Conference Center (3100 Dodge
Street, Dubuque). Group sessions will cover quality corn silage before, during and after harvest,
characteristics of corn varieties for silage, molds and mycotoxins in silage and pricing corn silage. There
will be concurrent sessions in the afternoon, with participants being able to choose between four distinct
30-minute conversations. The conference will conclude with presentations on machinery efficiency and
corn silage safety before adjourning at 3:30 p.m.
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New Smartphone App: Sporecaster, The Soybean White Mold Forecaster
Damon Smith, Field Crops Extension Pathologist, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Roger Schmidt, Nutrient and Pest Management Program, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Shawn Conley, Soybean Extension Agronomist, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Sporecaster is a new smartphone application designed to help
farmers predict the need for a fungicide application to control white
mold in soybean. The app, which is free to use, was developed with
support from the Wisconsin Soybean Association and Wisconsin
Soybean Marketing Board. It was programmed by personnel in the
UW-Madison Nutrient and Pest Management Program.
Here are the links to get the free app.
Android install : https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ipcm.soybeandiseasecalculator
Apple install: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sporecaster/id1379793823?mt=8
The purpose of the app is to assist farmers in making early season management decisions for white
mold in soybean. The best time to spray fungicides for white mold is during flowering (R1 and R3
growth stages) when apothecia (small, mushroom-like structures) are present on the soil surface.
Apothecia release spores which infect senescing soybean flowers, leading to the development of
white mold.
Sporecaster uses university research to turn a few simple taps on a smartphone screen into an
instant forecast of the risk of apothecia being present in a soybean field, which helps growers predict
the best timing for white mold treatment during the flowering period.
University research has indicated that the appearance of apothecia can be predicted using weather
data and a threshold of percent soybean canopy row closure in a field. Based on these predictions
and crop phenology, site-specific risk values are generated for three scenarios (non-irrigated
soybeans, soybeans planted on 15″ row-spacing and irrigated, or soybeans planted on 30″ rowspacing and irrigated). Though not specifically tested we would expect row-spacings of 22 inches or
less to have a similar probability response to fungicide as the 15 inch row-spacing.
The Sclerotinia apothecial models that underlie the Sporecaster prediction tool have undergone
significant validation in both small test plots and in commercial production fields. In 2017, efficacy
trials were conducted at agricultural research stations in Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin to identify
fungicide application programs and thresholds for model implementation. Additionally, apothecial
scouting and disease monitoring were conducted in a total of 60 commercial farmer fields in
Michigan, Nebraska, and Wisconsin between 2016 and 2017 to evaluate model accuracy across the
growing region. Across all irrigated and non-irrigated locations predictions during the soybean
flowering period (R1 to early R4 growth stages) were found to explain end-of-season disease
observations with an accuracy of 81.8% using the established probability thresholds now
programmed in the app.
For more information on this app or tutorials, please visit: http://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2018/05/newsmartphone-app-sporecaster-the-soybean-white-mold-forecaster/.
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2018 Youth Tractor and Machinery
Safety Training
Pound Town Hall – Coleman, WI
Mondays & Wednesdays, July 16, 18, 23, and 25
Makeup days will be scheduled if needed.
Cost: $35/person 9 am to 3:15 pm each day
Who Needs To Attend the Training? Any 12 to 15-year old who may need to drive any type of farm
machinery on a public road in Wisconsin. Others are welcome to attend the course, but only those older than
12 will receive certification. Those 16 years old and older without a valid driver’s license can also utilize this
training to be legal to drive farm machinery on public roads.
Legal Review: In Wisconsin, 14 and 15 year-olds who have successfully passed the Wisconsin Safe
Operation of Tractor and Farm Machinery Course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads for their
parents or grandparents’ farms AND can work for other farms and do the same. 12 and 13-year olds who have
completed the course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads only when working for their parents or
grandparents’ farms. If you employ persons under 15 years or who do not have a driver’s license, it is highly
recommended that you have them attend the training, whether they drive on public roads or not, as this is a
good all-around safety training (and you should be collecting a copy of their federal permit from them). You
may want to talk to your insurance agent to double-check about requirements based on your insurance policy.
Some Logistics:
– State law mandates 24 hours of training for this program. If participants are not going to be able to attend
one of the scheduled days, we will figure out an acceptable make-up day that matches our schedules to allow
them to complete the course. Wednesday, July 25 is testing day and all participants MUST be in
attendance.
– Participants need to bring their own lunches, a refrigerator will be available for storage. Families are
welcome to provide snacks, Scott will have water and/or lemonade and/or milk available.
– The course will emphasize hands-on and skill-building exercises, including first aid and fire safety from local
emergency response personnel. We will be analyzing machinery for safety aspects, conducting on-farm safety
assessments, and dozens of other activities, along with videos and course material review.
Call Scott at the Marinette County UWEX office, at either (715) 732-7510 or toll-free (877) 884-4408 if you
have any questions, or you can e-mail to scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu.
Registration Form - Tractor & Machinery Safety Training - Please print
Name(s):________________________________________________________________Age(s): __________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ Zip code:__________________________________
Emergency Contact Telephone Number:________________________________________________
Please complete this form and mail to the following address by July 13, with a check for $35 per participant
and made payable to UW-Extension, or contact Scott with the above information by then!
Marinette County UW-Extension
1926 Hall Avenue
Marinette, WI 54143

Agriculture Newsletter

Page 9

Dairy Situation and Outlook
May 18, 2018
By Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus
University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension
University of Wisconsin-Madison

The outlook for milk prices continues to improve. May is experiencing increases in dairy product prices. If these
dairy product prices can hold, average May prices compared to April on the CME could average about 4 cents
per pound higher for butter, about 14 cents for cheddar barrels, 4 cents for 40-pound cheddar blocks, 8 cents
for nonfat dry milk, and 3 cents dry whey. As a result the May Class III price would be near $15.25 compared
to $14.47 in April the low of $13.40 back in February. The May Class IV price would be near $14.45 compared
to $13.48 in April and the low of $12.87 back in February.
Good domestic sales and dairy exports have improved the dairy stock situation and adding strength to the
dairy product prices. Compared to a year earlier March 31st stocks of butter was just 0.4% higher with
American cheese slightly lower at 0.4%, but other than American cheese stocks were 14.2% higher bringing
total cheese stocks 5.2% higher. The strength in nonfat dry milk prices is surprising since stocks were still
20.9% higher than a year ago. Dry whey stocks which have been relatively high were 3.5% lower than a year
ago.
The price of butter, cheese, nonfat dry milk and dry whey remain lower than and competitive with world market
prices. U.S. dairy exports set a record high in March on a total volume basis surpassing the previous record
high set in March 2014. Compared to March a year ago butterfat exports were 180% higher, cheese 9%
higher, nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder 38% higher and dry whey 19% higher. March exports as a percent of
milk production on a total solids basis was 17.3% compared to 14.1% a year ago. The outlook for dairy exports
appears positive for the immediate months ahead.
Milk prices will continue to strengthen and possibility topping out in October or November. The degree of
strength will continue to depend upon the level of milk production and dairy exports. The summer weather,
quality of forages harvested and the condition of the corn and soybean crop that will impact feed costs will
have a bearing on milk production this summer, fall and into winter.
USDA’s report for April milk production was positive for milk prices. Compared to April a year ago milk
production was just 0.6% higher. Milk cow numbers declined slightly, down 2,000 head from March, the second
consecutive monthly decline. April milk cow numbers were just 8,000 head or 0.1% higher than a year ago.
The April increase in milk per cow continues to increase much less than the normal trend being just 0.5%
higher.
April milk production was lower than a year ago in major dairy states. Decreases were: New York -2.4%,
Pennsylvania -1.7%, Michigan -1.4%, Minnesota -2.2% and Wisconsin -0.6%. There was relatively small
increases in California +0.4%, Arizona +1.1%, Iowa +1.6% and South Dakota +1.8%. Relatively strong
increases occurred in Idaho +3.5%, Texas +7.0%, Colorado +9.9%, Kansas +5.1% and Utah +5.5%.
It now looks like the Class III price could reach near $16 in June and the mid to high $16’s by July and for the
remainder of the year. The average for the year could end up near $15.60 compared to $16.17 last year. The
Class IV price could be in the low $15’s in June and then in the mid to high $15’s the remainder of the year
even reaching $16 by October averaging near $14.70 compared to $15.16 last year. Dairy margins (returns
over feed cost) will improve but the improvement is now being dampen some by higher feed prices.
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