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CALENDAR OF LOCAL & REGIONAL EVENTS 

WEEKLY HAY PRICE REPORT as of May 22, 2017 

Resources for Wisconsin Farmers 

Wisconsin Farm Center 
www.datcp.state.wi.us 

UW-Extension Agriculture & Natural 
Resources  
http://anre.uwex.edu 

Farmer to Farmer 
http://farmertofarmer.uwex.edu 

UW-Extension Dairy Resources 
Dairy—http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/ 
Milk Quality—http://milkquality.wisc.edu 
Dairy Calf & Heifer Management—
http://fyi.uwex.edu/heifermgmt/ 

UW-Extension Livestock 
Livestock— http://anre.uwex.edu/teams/livestock/ 
Beef—http://fyi.uwex.edu/wbic/ 
Horse—http://fyi.uwex.edu/horse/ 
Poultry—http://fyi.uwex.edu/poultry/ 
Sheep/Goats— 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/wisheepandgoat/ 
Swine— http://fyi.uwex.edu/swineextension/ 
Small Farm Resources— 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/smallfarms/ 
Grazing— http://fyi.uwex.edu/grazres/ 
Youth Livestock— 
http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/ 
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EVENTS, DEADLINES AND NOTES 

Upcoming Horticulture Programs 

Harmony Arboretum Programs

Pest Management in the Vegetable Garden

Eight Annual Garden Walk 

 

 
Producer Guide Information Needed 

● ●
● ●
● ●
●

 
Alfalfa PEAQ and RFQ Results 
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RFQ—May 17, 2017 210 197 188 195 214 195 216 221 195 207 230 
Maximum Height—May 17, 2017 22 24 26 24 21 26 22 21 27 23 19 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/scissorclip/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





2017 Youth Tractor and Machinery  
                   Safety Training 
 
Pound Town Hall – Coleman, WI 
Mondays & Wednesdays, July 17, 19, 24, and 26 
Makeup days will be scheduled if needed. 
Cost: $35/person 9 a.m. to 3:15 pm each day 
 

Who Needs To Attend the Training? Any 12 to 15-year old who may need to drive any type of farm 

machinery on a public road in Wisconsin. Others are welcome to attend the course, but only those older than 

12 will receive certification. Those 16 years old and older without a valid driver’s license can also utilize this 

training to be legal to drive farm machinery on public roads. 

Legal Review: In Wisconsin, 14 and 15 year-olds who have successfully passed the Wisconsin Safe 

Operation of Tractor and Farm Machinery Course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads for their 

parents or grandparents’ farms AND can work for other farms and do the same. 12 and 13-year olds who have 

completed the course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads only when working for their parents or 

grandparents’ farms. If you employ persons under 15 years or who do not have a driver’s license, it is highly 

recommended that you have them attend the training, whether they drive on public roads or not, as this is a 

good all-around safety training (and you should be collecting a copy of their federal permit from them). You 

may want to talk to your insurance agent to double-check about requirements based on your insurance policy.   

Some Logistics: 

– State law mandates 24 hours of training for this program.  If participants are not going to be able to attend 

one of the scheduled days, we will figure out an acceptable make-up day that matches our schedules to allow 

them to complete the course.  Wednesday, July 26 is testing day and all participants MUST be in 

attendance. 

– Participants need to bring their own lunches, a refrigerator will be available for storage.  Families are 

welcome to provide snacks, Scott will have water and/or lemonade and/or milk available. 

– The course will emphasize hands-on and skill-building exercises, including first aid and fire safety from local 

emergency response personnel.  We will be analyzing machinery for safety aspects, conducting on-farm safety 

assessments, and dozens of other activities, along with videos and course material review. 

Call Scott or Gina at the Marinette County UWEX office, at either (715) 732-7510 or toll-free (877) 884-4408 if 

you have any questions, or you can e-mail to scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu.  

 
Registration Form - Tractor & Machinery Safety Training - Please print 

Name(s):________________________________________________________________Age(s): __________ 
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________   Zip code:__________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Telephone Number:________________________________________________ 
 
Please complete this form and mail to the following address by July 13, with a check for $35 per participant 
and made payable to UW-Extension.  OR contact Scott with the above information by then! 

Marinette County UW-Extension 
1926 Hall Avenue 

Marinette, WI 54143 

 

mailto:scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu


Dairy Situation and Outlook 
May 19, 2017 

By Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus 

 
April may have been the bottom for milk prices. The Class III price fell from $16.77 in January to $15.22 in April and May 

should be near $15.60. Cheese and butter prices have responded to a slower growth in milk production and improved 

dairy exports. January milk production was 2.6% higher than the previous year, but March production was up just 1.7%. 

First quarter dairy exports were up 14% by volume compared to a year ago, the best first quarter since 2014. While 

butterfat exports were 49% lower cheese exports were 12% higher. With nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder exports 19% 

higher and total whey exports 27% higher first quarter exports on a total solids basis were equivalent to 14% of total milk 

production compared to 12.6% a year ago.  

Cheese and butter prices strengthen since the first of May. On the CME 40-pound cheddar blocks started the month at 

$1.48 per pound and are now $1.67. Cheddar barrels started the month at $1.4175, were as high as $1.54 mid-month but 

are now $1.47. The spread between blocks and barrels has ranged from $0.0625 per pound to as high as $0.20 rather 

than the more normal spread of 3 to 4 cents. Butter started the month at $2.0925 per pound, were as high as $2.43 and is 

now $2.375.  Dry whey prices soften some but still traded in the $0.45 to $0.52 per pound price range. These higher 

product prices explain the higher May Class III price. If the Class III price ends up near $15.60, it will average about $2.50 

higher during the January to May period than last year. Last year the May Class III dropped to a low of $12.76.  

Dairy product prices strengthened despite higher production and increased stock levels. While March butter production 

was just 0.3% higher than a year ago, cheddar cheese production was 8.0% higher and dry whey production 6.4% higher. 

Compared to a year ago, March 31st stocks of butter were 12.1% higher, total cheese stocks 8.5% higher and dry whey 

3.6% higher. The wider than usual price spread between cheddar blocks and barrels is explained by stocks of barrels 

being more plentiful than blocks. The spread will likely return to more normal as the demand for processed cheese 

increases with the grilling out season soon starting. 

Milk prices should continue to improve form here out. Domestic sales appear to be favorable for butter and cheese. Dairy 

exports are expected to continue above year ago levels. As world supply and demand tightens world dairy product prices 

will increase making U.S. dairy product prices more competitive. Milk production among major dairy exporters has been 

below year ago levels for the EU-28, New Zealand, Australia and Argentina. U.S. has been the exception with higher milk 

production. However, milk production by the other four exporters, particularly the EU-28 and New Zealand is expected to 

start running above year ago levels during the second half of the year. But, stronger buying by China and others will help 

to keep a tighter world supply-demand situation. 

The level of U.S. milk production will determine how much milk prices strengthen. With expected favorable domestic sales 

and higher dairy exports we can expect improvement in milk prices if the increase in milk production stays close to 2%. 

USDA is forecasting 2017 milk 2.1% higher than 2016.  USDA estimates April milk production 2.0% higher than a year 

ago. The number of milk cows have been increasing since October of last year and are now 0.7% higher than a year ago. 

Milk per cow was 1.3% higher than a year ago. Compared to April a year ago milk production in the West and South West 

was up 3.8% in Arizona, 7.5% in New Mexico, 12.8% in Texas, but down 1.1% in California and 0.7% in Idaho. California 

had fewer cows and less milk per cow whereas Idaho had less milk per cow. Milk production remained strong in the 

Northeast with increases of 4.2% in Michigan, 3.9% in New York and 2.5% in Pennsylvania. In the Upper Midwest milk 

production was up 2.4% in Iowa, 2.0% in Minnesota, 3.8% in South Dakota and 0.6% in Wisconsin. 

Class III futures have turned more optimistic about milk prices than at the beginning of May. Class III futures reach the low 

$16’s by June and the low $17’s August through November. With continued good domestic sales and improved dairy 

exports a Class III price in the higher $17’s by October is very possible. Some price forecasters even see $18 as a 

possibility. Weather will also be a factor as to where milk prices end up. Hot and humid summer weather can reduce the 

increase in milk production and depress milk components lowering the yield of dairy products per 100 pounds of milk. Milk 

prices will respond to relatively small changes in milk production, domestic sales and dairy exports. But, milk prices could 

average for the year $1.30 to more than $2 higher than last year. 

 


