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We have finally achieved higher temperatures than earlier this 
spring. Field work is in full swing. We are spending more time in 
the bright warm sun; however, the basking in the warm glow of the 
sun also has drawbacks.   
 
Farming is one of many occupations which has an increased risk of 
developing skin cancer due to the constant exposure to the sun. 
The sun’s rays are the strongest between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.—the 
prime-time when most outside field work is accomplished.  If you 
think you are protected when it is cloudy outside, think again. Up 
to 80% of the sun’s ultraviolet rays can pass through cloud cover. 
 
What can you do to protect yourself? These are some tips from the 
American Academy of Dermatology: 
 

•Wear protective clothing, such as a long-sleeved shirt, pants, a 
wide-brimmed hat, and sunglasses, when possible. Secure a 
cloth flap to your hat to protect your neck.  

•Generously apply a broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen 
with a Sun Protection Factor (SPF) of 30 or higher to all 
exposed skin. “Broad spectrum” provides protection from both 
ultraviolet A (UVA) and ultraviolet B (UVB) rays.  

•Reapply approximately every two hours, even on cloudy days, 
and after excessive sweating.  

 
Notice changes to moles or spots early. If skin cancer is diagnosed 
early, it can be treated. If you notice any spot which has changed in 
shape, size, appearance, itches or bleeds, make an appointment to 
see your doctor. Early detection can be a life changer.  
  
Sarah Mills-Lloyd 
Agriculture Agent—Specializing in Dairy and Livestock 
Oconto County UW-Extension 
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CALENDAR OF LOCAL & REGIONAL EVENTS 

 
June  7 Harmony Arboretum  Perennials Management & Maintenance 

  11 Gillett Pullorum Testing 

  12 Oconto  Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm - Riewe Farms 

  14 Harmony Arboretum Growing Strawberries 

  15 Freedom Organic Dairy Pasture Walk 

  15-18 Camp Bird Oconto & Marinette County Youth 4-H Camp 

  15 & 16 Dubuque, IA Four State Dairy Nutrition Conference 

  21 Pulaski Meat Animal Quality Assurance Training 

  21 & 22 Luxemburg Goat AI Clinic 

  23 Harmony Arboretum Invasive Plant Species 

  26 Crivitz Marinette County Breakfast on the Farm -  

    Fendryk Brothers Farm 

  30 Harmony Arboretum Super Fruits 

              July 7 Harmony Arboretum Onion Diseases & Pests 

  12 Harmony Arboretum Sensory Gardens 

  15  Deadline for Crop Reporting 

August  17-21 Gillett Oconto County Youth Fair 

 19-21  Lake Geneva Wisconsin Farm Technology Days - Walworth County 

 25-28 Wausaukee Marinette County Fair 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS, DEADLINES, AND NOTES 
 

Producer Guide Information Needed 

Whatever product you sell-maple syrup, fruit, vegetables, eggs, meat product, CSA shares-we want 

your information. Your information will publicized, free-of-charge, in the Marinette, Florence, 

Oconto County Produce Growers Guide. This guide is used by residents and visitors to the area to 

purchase locally-produced products. 

We continually update the web page version, whenever new information is available. In June, we will 

be reprinting the paper version, which is distributed to about 7,000 households in the area. Thus, we 

want to add any operations who are not currently in the guide. Any operation that is based in 

Oconto, Marinette and Florence Counties is eligible to have their information included. 

The information needed for this guide to be complete is: 

●Name and/or Business Name  ●Phone Number 
●Mailing Address    ●Place/Address Where Products are Sold 
●Products Sold    ●When the Products are Available for Sale 
●Any special information that applies to your operation, such as certified organic, 
  call ahead for orders larger than 10 pounds, or any other special information. 
 

If you have any questions, please call Scott or Gina at 715-732-7510, or send your information to: 

Marinette County UW-extension, 1926 Hall Avenue, Marinette, WI 54143.  
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Fly Control 

By Sarah Mills-Lloyd, DVM 

The flies are soon to appear in full force. If you are looking for a one-size-fits-all fly control 

plan, it does not exist. Each dairy has its own unique facilities and management, and each fly 

management program will have to be individually designed to meet the dairy’s specific needs. 

Some general tips for dairy fly control are as follows: 

Tip 1-Identify the fly (or flies)-Different types of flies may require different techniques for 

effective fly control. 

Tip 2-Find the maggots-Look for larval development sites such as edges of the silage pit, 

spilled feed, manure, lagoon, wet decaying hay, or under feed trough. Dig in moist areas that 

are neither too wet nor too dry to locate larvae. If maggots are found, try to dry the area out or 

remove it. If you are using parasitic wasps, put some in these area. 

Tip 3-Do not overlook spoiled commodities, calf hutches, silage pits or bags, leaks in augers, 

old wet hay, bedding pack, under and next to feed troughs, or fence lines. 

Tip 4-Manage your manure and any other decaying organic matter. 

Five simple methods exist to eliminate or reduce the amount of flies on your premise. Each 

method eliminates either a potential area for fly replication or a maturation area for the pesky 

insects to propagate. 

 Clean it-A clean environment eliminates most fly breeding areas, especially if done on at 

least a seven day interval. 

 Move it-Haul it away from the dairy site at least a quarter mile and at least every seven 

days. 

 Sink it-Fly larvae likes to grow in areas with 40-60% moisture. If a film of water (no 

crust) stays on the surface of the manure in a lagoon, it will produce no flies. 

 Pile/Compost it- By stockpiling manure in one large pile, internal heating will prevent fly 

development except in the outer few inches of the pile. If possible, turn or till the 

manure at least weekly. A black plastic cover over the pile will eliminate nearly all fly 

development. 

 Dry it-In areas of low rainfall, spread manure thinly on crop areas. Running a harrow or 

screen drag around pens and pastures to break up and dry our manure is effective in 

reducing the organic material for fly larvae to mature. 

There are many tools for fly control, but you need to read and follow the label directions to 

make sure it is sage for food producing animals. The tools you may use can include, but are 

not limited to the following: 

  Sanitation     Sticky tapes and traps 

  Parasitic wasps    Baits 

  Chemicals     Feed Additives 

 

Fly control is not difficult and it does not just happen, but a plan is necessary to make any 

program work. There are no magic bullets for comprehensive fly control that will overcome 

poor sanitation. The main issue is understanding the proper techniques. 
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Alfalfa PEAQ Results  

Scott Reuss will be gathering data until alfalfa has been harvested. For the current local alfalfa PEAQ 

results either call the Marinette & Oconto County Scissors Clip Hotline 877.844.4408 or 

715.732.7518 or email Scott Reuss (scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu). For the most recent alfalfa scissor 

clip results log into the state-wide system: 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/scissorclip/.  
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RFQ—May 11, 2016 246 237 239   261  247  249   266  

Maximum Height 
May 18, 2016 

21 23 23 17 22  24  20 22 20 21  21 

RFQ—May 18, 2016 215 208 210 242 213  195  223 211 231 214  222 

RFQ—May 25, 2016 170 177 169  181 175 165  153 167  160 154 190 

Maximum Height 
May 25, 2016 

28 29 31  29 30 31  33 31  31 33 28 

 
 
Weekly Hay Price Report as of May 6, 2016  
Current hay demand and price reports can be found at: http://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/h-m-r/ 
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UW-Extension Blogs and Websites for Current Agronomy Research and News  
 

Corn - http://wisccorn.blogspot.com/ 
Corn - http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/ 
Soybeans and Small Grains - http://www.coolbean.info/ 
Soybeans - http://thesoyreport.blogspot.com/ 
Integrated Pest and Crop Management - http://ipcm.wisc.edu/ 
 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/ag/scissorclip/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/h-m-r/
http://wisccorn.blogspot.com/
http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/
http://www.coolbean.info/
http://thesoyreport.blogspot.com/
http://ipcm.wisc.edu/


 
 

MAQA Training 
Please note… all youth exhibiting market beef, sheep, swine, poultry, meat goats, dairy, dairy 
goats and rabbits at the fair must attend a MAQA (Meat Animal Quality Assurance) training every 
year.  If you are not MAQA certified, you will not be eligible to sell in the Sale of Champions at the 
2016 Oconto County Fair. 
 

The Pulaski FFA Chapter is hosting an MAQA training: 
Tuesday, June 21 – Pulaski High School Ag Room 6:00 pm 

 
Registration is required by June 8th. It is preferred you register for this event via email at 
kmsanty@pulaskischools.org, or call (920) 737-6893. 

 
Goat AI Clinic Offered 
Artificial Insemination has been a powerful tool in the agriculture industry for many years. AI allows 
producers to improve the genetic progress of their herd by using top quality sires from around the 
world. A goat Artificial Insemination course will be held June 21-22, 2016 at the Kewaunee County 
Fair Grounds, located in Luxemburg, WI. The course will be taught by leading goat AI company BIO-
Genics of Salmon, ID.   
 
The course will in focus on management and effects on AI success, basic male and female goat 
anatomy, proper AI procedure, semen handling and storage, and record keeping. The course will be 
a two‐day program with classroom and hands‐on experience. Participants will learn how to AI goats 
and cost is $250 for adults and $200 for youth 19 years and younger enrolled in a goat project in an 
accredited youth program such as 4-H, FFA, or other youth organization. Registration includes meals 
and classroom materials. Course space is limited and class will fill on a first come, first served basis. 
Registration is due June 3 if you plan to bring your own goat to the class, and June 10 if you will be 
using a goat provided by the class.  
 
For more information on the course or to register, please visit http://kewaunee.uwex.edu/ or 
contact Aerica Bjurstrom, UW‐Extension Kewaunee County at Aerica.bjurstrom@ces.uwex.edu or 
920-388-7138.  
 

Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed for the 2016 Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm. A minimum two hour 

time commitment is requested, but you may volunteer as long as you would like during the day of 

the event. Each pre-registered volunteer will receive a complimentary volunteer breakfast ticket 

upon check-in at the volunteer’s tent. If you or your club are interested in volunteering, please 

contact Aprill Flores at 920-676-6136 or aprillflores83@gmail.com to sign-up. 

 

The Oconto County Breakfast on the Farm is coordinated by the Oconto County Breakfast on the 

Farm Committee and made possible with generous financial support provided by local businesses. 

To help support this event financially, please contact Jordan Rank, Committee Chairman, at (920) 

598-0350. 

 

Crop Reporting Reminders 
The Oconto-Marinette FSA office is reminding area producers that the deadline to report planted 

crop acreage to the FSA office is July 15, 2016.  Annual crop reports are required to comply with 

FSA program eligibility requirements.  If you have purchased new land or have changes to your 

rented land this year it is very important to notify FSA prior to your crop reporting appointment.  

Please contact the Oconto-Marinette office at (920) 829-5406. Doing so will avoid delays and 

possible multiple trips to the FSA office.  
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Youth Tractor and Machinery Safety Training 2016 
 

Where: Pound Town Hall – Coleman, WI 

When:   Wednesdays & Fridays, July 6, 8, 13, 15 (Make-up days will be scheduled if needed)  
Cost:              $35/participant 

Time:             9 am to 3:15 pm each day 

Instructor:     Scott Reuss, Marinette County UW-Extension Agriculture/Horticulture Agent 

 

Who Needs To Attend the Training?  Any 12 to 15-year old who may need to drive any type of farm 

machinery on a public road in Wisconsin.  Others are welcome to attend the course, but only those 

older than 12 will receive certification.  Those 16 years old and older without a valid driver’s license 

can also utilize this training to be legal to drive farm machinery on public roads. 

 

Legal Review:  In Wisconsin, 14 and 15 year-olds who have successfully passed the Wisconsin Safe 

Operation of Tractor and Farm Machinery Course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads 

for their parents or grandparents’ farms AND can work for other farms and do the same.  12 and 

13-year olds who have completed the course can legally drive farm machinery on public roads only 

when working for their parents or grandparents’ farms.  If you employ persons under 15 years or 

who do not have a driver’s license, it is highly recommended that you have them attend the training, 

whether they drive on public roads or not, as this is a good all-around safety training (and you 

should be collecting a copy of their federal permit from them).  You may want to talk to your 

insurance agent to double-check about requirements based on your insurance policy.   

 

Some Logistics: 

    State law mandates 24 hours of training for this program.  If participants are not going to be able 
to attend one of the scheduled days, we will figure out an acceptable make-up day that matches 
our schedules to allow them to complete the course.  Friday, July 15 is testing day and all 
participants MUST be in attendance. 

    Participants need to bring their own lunches, a refrigerator will be available for storage.  Families 
are welcome to provide snacks.  Scott will have water and/or lemonade and/or milk available. 

    The course will emphasize hands-on and skill-building exercises, including first aid and fire 
safety from local emergency response personnel.  We will be analyzing machinery for safety 
aspects, conducting on-farm safety assessments, and dozens of other activities, along with 
videos and course material review.  Contact Scott or Gina at the Marinette County UW-Extension 
office with questions at either 715-732-7510 or toll-free 1-877-884-4408, or e-mail to 
scott.reuss@ces.uwex.edu  

 

Registration Form - Tractor & Machinery Safety Training - please print 

Name:               Age:   

Name:               Age:   

Name:               Age:   

Mailing Address:              

City:            Zip Code:    

Emergency Contact & Telephone Number:          

 

Please complete this form and mail by July 5.  Include a check ($35/participant) made payable to 

UW-Extension, OR contact Scott with the above information by July 5! 

Marinette County UW-Extension 

1926 Hall Avenue 

Marinette WI  54143 
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Dairy Situation and Outlook, May 19, 2016 

 

By Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 

Declining cheese prices will result in a Class III price not seen since September and October 2009. On 
the CME 40-pound block cheddar cheese averaged $1.42 per pound in April, but has ranged from $1.36 per 
pound to $1.27 in May, the lowest since July and August of 2009. Cheddar barrels also averaged $1.42 per 
pound in April, but have ranged from $1.40 to $1.27 per pound in May, the lowest since March and August of 
2009. The Class III price was $13.63 in April and will be near $12.75 for May compared to $16.19 last year and 
$22.57 in 2014. 

Despite increased production and building stocks butter remains above $2.00 per pound. And with a 
little increase in the nonfat dry milk price, which averaged $0.74 per pound in April has been in the $0.78 to 
$0.82 per pound range in May, the May Class IV price will increase. The May Class IV price will be near $13.25 
compared to $12.68 in April, $16.19 last year and $23.13 in 2014. 

Domestic commercial disappearance of both butter and cheese remain good. Compared to March of 
last year butter was 10.7% higher, American cheese, however was 3.1% lower, but other cheese varieties were 
8.8% higher making total cheese disappearance 3.9% higher. But, exports remain soft. While March butter 
exports were 26% higher than a year ago, exports were well below the record 2014 exports. Cheese exports 
continue to run well below a year ago, with March exports 26% lower than a year ago. Nonfat dry milk/skim 
milk powder exports which ran above year ago levels last year and continued above year ago levels January 
and February were 25% lower than a year ago in March. Dry whey exports in March were 39% lower than a year 
ago, the lowest volume in 16 years. On a total solids basis March exports were equivalent to 12.1% of milk 
production, the lowest in 14 months. But, imports of dairy products were higher and equivalent to 3.9% of 
milk production. 

Compared to March a year ago, butter production was 8.6% higher and total cheese production 1.8% 
higher. Good domestic sales were not enough to offset weak exports resulting in increased stocks. Compared 
to March 31st stocks a year ago and the five year average for this date, butter stocks were 23.8% and 32.1% 
higher respectively, and total cheese stocks were 11.4% and 13.0% higher respectively. But, exports were high 
enough to reduce nonfat dry milk stocks 7.5%. 

Unless milk production slows and/or exports improve milk prices will show a very slow recovery in the 
months ahead. Despite much lower milk prices milk production continues to show strong increases in the 
Northeast and Midwest and more than offsetting lower milk production in some Western states. Compared to 
last year, April milk production in the Northeast was 5.3% higher in New York, 0.5% higher in Pennsylvania, 
and 6.5% higher in Michigan. In the Midwest, April milk production was 3.4% higher in Iowa, 2.7% higher in 
Minnesota, 10.5% higher South Dakota and 4.6% higher in Wisconsin. Since milk production was running 
higher last year in the Northeast and Midwest the further increase this year is straining both plant capacity 
and storage capacity for cheese. In the West, California’s milk production, which ran below year ago levels all 
of last year, continues to do so with April production 3.3% lower. April milk production in other Western 
states was Idaho 2.0% higher, Arizona 1.2%, New Mexico 3.5% lower and Texas 1.6% higher. The estimated  

April milk production for the U.S. was 1.2% higher from 0.2% more cows and 1.0% more milk per cow. 
April cow numbers were 4,000 more than March. Cow numbers have increased each month thus far this year. 
There is an ample supply of dairy replacements and the slaughter of dairy cows is down 1.7% from a year ago 
thus far this year. The lower slaughter number may be due to slaughter cow prices much lower than a year 
ago. 

USDA is forecasting milk production for the year to be 1.8% higher than last year with little change in 
cow numbers but higher production per cow. But, this could change. There are predictions for a hot summer 
similar to the summer of 2011 which significantly reduced milk per cow in Northeast and Midwest states. But, 
there doesn’t seem to be much optimism for improved exports this year. Milk production continues well above 
year ago levels in the 28 EU countries. China has started to increase imports but at a level well below what was 
imported during 2013 and the first half of 2014. Russia still has a ban on imports from the EU. Much lower oil 
prices has reduced exports to oil producing countries. So world demand remains soft resulting in depressed 
world dairy product prices. 

USDA is not forecasting much improvement in milk prices this year. The Class III price is not expected 
to be any higher than $14.15 during the fourth quarter and average for the year between $13.15 and $13.65 
compared to the average last year of $15.80. The Class IV price may peak at $13.45 fourth quarter and average 
between $12.65 and $13.25 for the year, compared to the 14.35 average last year. The U.S. average All Milk 
price is forecasted to average between $14.60 and $15.10 for the year compared to the average of $17.11 last 
year. Current Class III futures stay below $14.00 until August and peak below $15 in December. Class IV 
futures are a little more optimistic reaching the $14s by August and the $15s October through December. I am 
a little more optimistic than these forecasts based on the assumptions that milk production will increase less, 
domestic sales remain strong and some improvement in exports. But, yet a difficult year for dairy producers. 
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